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§622.9

(b) When notified in writing by the
SRD that his or her vessel has been se-
lected to carry an NMFS-approved ob-
server, an owner or operator must ad-
vise the SRD in writing not less than 5
days in advance of each trip of the fol-
lowing:

(1) Departure information (port,
dock, date, and time).

(2) Expected landing information
(port, dock, and date).

(c) An owner or operator of a vessel
on which a NMFS approved observer is
embarked must:

(1) Provide accommodations and food
that are equivalent to those provided
to the crew.

(2) Allow the observer access to and
use of the vessel’s communications
equipment and personnel upon request
for the transmission and receipt of
messages related to the observer’s du-
ties.

(3) Allow the observer access to and
use of the vessel’s navigation equip-
ment and personnel upon request to de-
termine the vessel’s position.

(4) Allow the observer free and unob-
structed access to the vessel’s bridge,
working decks, holding bins, weight
scales, holds, and any other space used
to hold, process, weigh, or store golden
crab.

(5) Allow the observer to inspect and
copy the vessel’s log, communications
logs, and any records associated with
the catch and distribution of golden
crab for that trip.

[61 FR 43957, Aug. 27, 1996, as amended at 63
FR 57590, Oct. 28, 1998]

§622.9 Vessel
(VMSs).

(a) Requirement for use. As of October
14, 2003 or 90 days after NMFS publishes
in the FEDERAL REGISTER, the list of
approved transmitting units and asso-
ciated communications service pro-
viders, whichever is later, an owner or
operator of a vessel that has been
issued a limited access endorsement for
South Atlantic rock shrimp must en-
sure that such vessel has a NMFS-ap-
proved, operating VMS on board when
on a trip in the South Atlantic. An op-
erating VMS includes an operating mo-
bile transmitting unit on the vessel

monitoring  systems

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-03 Edition)

and a functioning communication link
between the unit and NMFS as pro-
vided by a NMFS-approved commu-
nication service provider.

(b) Installing and activating the VMS.
Only a VMS that has been approved by
NMFS for use in the South Atlantic
rock shrimp fishery may be used. When
installing and activating the NMFS-ap-
proved VMS, or when reinstalling and
reactivating such VMS, the vessel
owner or operator must—

(1) Follow procedures indicated on an
installation and activation checklist,
which is available from NMFS, Office
of Enforcement, Southeast Region, St.
Petersburg, FL; phone: 727-570-5344;
and

(2) Submit to NMFS, Office of En-
forcement, Southeast Region, St. Pe-
tersburg, FL, a statement certifying
compliance with the checklist, as pre-
scribed on the checklist.

(c) Interference with the VMS. No per-
son may interfere with, tamper with,
alter, damage, disable, or impede the
operation of the VMS, or attempt any
of the same.

(d) Interruption of operation of the
VMS. When a vessel’s VMS is not oper-
ating properly, the owner or operator
must immediately contact NMFS, Of-
fice of Enforcement, Southeast Region,
St. Petersburg, FL, and follow instruc-
tions from that office. If notified by
NMFS that a vessel’s VMS is not oper-
ating properly, the owner and operator
must follow instructions from that of-
fice. In either event, such instructions
may include, but are not limited to,
manually communicating to a location
designated by NMFS the vessel’s posi-
tions or returning to port until the
VMS is operable.

(e) Access to position data. As a condi-
tion of authorized fishing for or posses-
sion of South Atlantic rock shrimp in
or from the South Atlantic EEZ, a ves-
sel owner or operator subject to the re-
quirements for a VMS in this section
must allow NMFS, the USCG, and their
authorized officers and designees ac-
cess to the vessel’s position data ob-
tained from the VMS.

[68 FR 2194, Jan. 16, 2003]
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